
Nothing compares to the gift of an item in which the talent
and love of an artist or craftsperson shows in all its glory.
We are soliciting gifts to CSAC of art works that can be sold
during the month of December in the George Post Gallery.
Many of you will have received a letter already requesting
such a donation. If you have art works to donate, please call
us at 532-2787.

These works will be on display and will be for sale for
modest prices, not more than $100. We look forward to see-
ing you in the CSAC galleries and providing wonderful
shopping during that period.

As always, we are seeking volunteers to serve in the
gallery especially during the busy holiday period. Week-
end volunteers are especially needed during December.
The gallery will be open Saturday afternoons from noon to
4 p.m., and we hope also to be open Sunday afternoons as
well. If weekdays are easier for you, having an extra person
in the gallery is very helpful then too, so that staff do not
have to break from their other tasks to make sales. Being in
the gallery surrounded by beautiful things, speaking with
visitors and helping them select appropriate pieces can be a
very pleasant experience, and helps the Arts Council enor-
mously. Please consider helping in the gallery especially
during December.
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Many wonderful things have happened since we shared with our members the

difficult news that the Board of Supervisors turned down our request for a modest

allocation for the current fiscal year. Our neighboring counties of Mariposa and

Calaveras both receive support from their local county governments, and are able

to do many things that are difficult for CSAC without adequate infrastructure support.

However, as we shared in the community meeting on September 18, we feel that

if any county can pull together to support their Arts Council without government

assistance, it could well be Tuolumne County. Our community and region have a

long history of strong and resilient volunteerism, with many local institutions

including churches, service organizations and others depending on volunteer effort

and donations to maintain a strong presence in the community. The board and

membership of CSAC clearly believe the arts are important to the prosperity and

quality of life of our community, and that the Arts Council has a role in being a

voice and supporter of the arts here.

As long as we continue to hear from the community that our efforts are appre-

ciated, we will continue to try to develop the organization in ways that will be of

increasing value to the community. Two new proposed programs are an Arts Reach

to Seniors program, on the model of the 16 year old Arts Reach to Schools program

in Tuolumne County schools. Another proposal, answering a need in our commu-

nity, is for a performing artists series, to bring dance, world music, classical music

and other local and regional performing artists to Tuolumne County. Again,

Calaveras County has such a program, but not all residents of Tuolumne County

are able to attend performances in Calaveras County. We are beginning to work

with Columbia Elementary School District to see if the new construction there of

an outdoor amphitheater might provide a good venue for some types of concerts. We

hope you will hear more about these two proposals in the future.

One serious and sad result of not receiving any funding from Tuolumne County

is that staff cutbacks became necessary. At the same time the need for cutbacks

arose, Jeanna Santalucia submitted her resignation. Jeanna has made a very sig-

nificant contribution to the Arts Council over the past 18 months. We are deeply

regretful at losing her spirit, hard work and good natured helpfulness. We will miss

her very much.

BZ Smith, the Art Annex Coordinator, and Olivia Armstrong, CSAC’s Execu-

tive Director, along with all our wonderful board and volunteers, will carry on

with the current programs of CSAC.

We look forward to seeing you soon.

Sue Kleinert, Board President

Letter
from the
president

Central Sierra Arts Council 
Board Officers and Staff

Board Officers Executive Director
President Sue Kleinert Olivia Armstrong
Vice President Michael Dwaileebe
Secretary Barbara Farkas

Gallery Curator

Treasurer Gillian Herbert
Dennis Garcia

Newsletter Dona Williams

Board Members
Bob Casey, Don Hukari, Diane Sanguinetti, Dianne
Shannon, Betsy Spring, Elizabeth TeSelle

Office hours at the Gallery:
Monday through Friday, noon to 5 p.m.

Art Annex Coordinator
B. Z. Smith

Volunteer Sue Tripp
Coordinator We would like to hear from you. Send your letters and comments to: Central Sierra Arts

c/o CSAC 48 S. Washington St., Sonora, CA 95370 or www.centralsierraarts.org.



by Bob Casey
Finding potential funding sources and prioritizing services
were topics of discussion at an Arts Council community
meeting held on August 21. Approximately 30 community
members attended the meeting held in the art annex. The
meeting participants expressed their feelings towards the
council’s existing services such as the operation of the
George Post Gallery and the Art Annex classes as well as
the ArtsReach program in the schools. 

A critical function of the meeting was to explore new
fundraising ideas for the council. The absence of funds
from the County Board of Supervisors this year has placed
the Arts Council in a perilous financial condition. It’s imper-
ative for the council’s board of directors to craft new and
innovative ways to place the council on more solid financ-
ing. Organizing catered dinners with art auctions and pro-
ducing a televised art auction on the cable systems local
access channel were among ideas discussed. In addition,
planning “plein aire” workshops at Tuolumne County farms
seemed to be an idea with strong fund raising potential. 
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CALLING ALL ARTISTS
CSAC is soliciting works of art in any medium for
our Red Show opening February 5.Works should
use red as the predominant color and be submitted
on January 23 and 24 from noon to 4:00 p.m. For
further information, call 532-2787.

CSAC Funding Key Topic at Community Meeting
Lack of County Dollars Impacts Council’s Programs

The arts not only play an important role in enhancing a
community’s cultural fabric but they also provide valuable
economic benefits. Tourists and potential new residents are
attracted to locations with an active arts community. Both
the board and the audience agreed that all parties need to
do a more effective job of informing Tuolumne County res-
idents that the arts are an important community asset. Then
residents must convey this point of view to their county
supervisors and urge them to contribute to Arts Council
funding.

While the changing funding environment motivated the
most recent community meeting, the Arts Council periodi-
cally examines its existing programs and funding sources
and evaluates its role in the county, consistent with avail-
able funding. “The CSAC is initiating a process to develop
a long range plan,” said Sue Kleinert CSAC president. “The
board needed to hear from Tuolumne County residents
about their vision and priorities for specific services that the
Arts Council should provide and, most importantly, how to
fund those services,” she continued. 

CSAC enjoys the active participation of many committed
and talented volunteers. We have individuals who, at times
at very short notice, make themselves available for mailing
parties—which admittedly are fun for all, but still hard
work.

Other volunteer tasks, very much needed, are the
following:

• Board Member. Volunteers who accept this important
function for the Arts Council should be able to attend
monthly board meetings, and help guide the organiza-
tion strategically. Individuals who can bring specialized
skills are especially needed. Fund raising experience,
publicity (e.g., web design), financial and legal expertise
are highly desirable. 

• Gallery Sales. The George Post Gallery and the Ventana
Gallery are in need of good sales support at all times,
but primarily on the weekends, when paid staff are
unavailable to cover the times the gallery is open. Shifts
can be 2 or 4 hours. Currently the gallery is open
Saturdays from noon to 4 p.m. We would also very
much like to keep the gallery open on Sundays from
noon to 4 p.m., especially as the holiday season
approaches.

Please contact Olivia Armstrong at 209-532-2787 if you have
expertise to share that can be helpful to CSAC.

Volunteer Opportunities at CSAC
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Art Advocacy
by B.Z. Smith

We know YOU think ART is important ‘cuz you are one of
the 300+ members of CSAC! But what about your next-door
neighbor or the fella working out next to you at the gym? 

How can we encourage new people to join our ARTS
community? CSAC NEEDS YOU RIGHT NOW!!! We need
you to speak up in support of the ARTS. We need your
voice to champion the role that ART plays in our lives.
Through the ARTS we can make systemic change in our
community to improve and deepen our cultural lives. 

Remember “Alice’s Restaurant”? If just one person
speaks up, he’s crazy. . . . If two, well? . . . But if three, four
and then a hundred, then it is a movement! What can YOU
do today to move us toward greater community support for
CSAC? What can YOU do today to encourage a local busi-
ness to become a sponsor member? One area that broadens
support is CSAC’s work in our area schools where over
6,000 students are served each year! This service impacts a
huge section of Tuolumne County residents. How do YOU
help your neighborhood school strengthen its ART program?

It is time for all CSAC members to step up, to speak up
and to recruit more involvement and commitment to our
county’s artistic development agency—CSAC. Here are
three steps you can take today:

1Write a letter to the editor explaining why you belong to
CSAC. 

Union Democrat, 84 S. Washington St. Sonora, CA95370 or
editor@uniondemocrat.com.

or Sierra Mountain Times, 18711 Tiffeni Dr. Suite 18, Twain
Harte CA 95383 or editor@sierramountaintimes.com. 

2Write a letter or email to your county supervisor. Tell
them to add monies for CSAC in next year’s budget!

Contact them NOW! Start building the alliance NOW!

2 S. Green St., Sonora, CA 95370.
District 1: Liz Bass: lbass@co.tuolumne.ca.us
District 2: Paolo Maffei: pmaffei@co.tuolumne.ca.us
District 3: Teri Murrison, after 1/1/07:

tmurrison@co.tuolumne.ca.us
District 4: Mark Thornton: mthornton@co.tuolumne.ca.us
District 5: Dick Pland: rpland@co.tuolumne.ca.us

3Talk to your school district’s board members and super-
intendent. Explain your commitment to arts in educa-

tion. Ask them to explain their commitment to the arts.
Don’t let them get away with telling you, “There’s just no
time for art.” Instead, be ready with research to support the
role of the arts in classrooms. 

To help inform YOU, check out “Americans for the Arts”
website: www.artsusa.org and its Public Awareness
Campaign page: www.artsusa.org/public_awareness

Friends of CSAC
A committee formed out of the community meeting in
August, Friends of CSAC, decided to start with “Coins for
the Arts” as an immediate fund raiser. Five artists, Kristine
Amodeo, Dian Crystal, Sherie Drake, Judy Grossman and
Dianne Stearns, have painted jars and distributed them to
28 stores in and around Sonora. While we know this project
might not bring us a lot of money, its design is to bring
attention to how valuable the Arts are, what it provides to
us as individuals, and hopefully prompt the community
into some kind of action to make sure CSAC continues to
survive. The coin drive runs from October 16 thru Decem-
ber 31st. When the drive is over, the artists are considering
auctioning off the jars.

Friends of CSAC need volunteers to work on future
fundraisers. If you or someone you know is interested,
please contact the Arts Council at 532-2782.

Farewell to Jeanna Santalucia
With this newsletter, we bid a fond farewell to Jeanna
Santalucia, who has been our wonderful Administrative
Assistant and Arts Reach Coordinator. Jeanna will be mov-
ing to Virginia along with her horses and dogs! However,
she will be maintaining her ties to Tuolumne County where
she has family and property. Goodbye, Jeanna. We love you
and wish you the best.
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Artist in the Window
The north half of the window display area is available for rental by artists to display
their work. The window faces South Washington St. in downtown Sonora, an area that
receives heavy foot traffic most days of the year. The area may be rented for $200 per
month. Call Olivia Armstrong at 532-2787 for details or to reserve a place in the
window.

Ventana Gallery
La Ventana, “The Window,” is our newest CSAC gallery, now open for viewing and
sales. When our great remodeling crew—Dennis G, Mike D & Gil F—was working,
they discovered an old iron-gated window behind old cupboards.

Located at the top of CSAC’s gallery stairs in the historic Bradford Building, this 400
sq ft gallery space currently hosts six fine artists: Michael Dwaileebe, Dennis Garcia,
John Hongola, Ken Jensen, Corey West & Geoff Wynne. Artists can rent a portion of the
gallery for display—a fine venue for emerging artists, artists taking a new direction 
or for those who just want their work seen! For information and details 
on showing, contact The Ventana curator, Dennis Garcia, at 533-4980 or email
deniseanddennis@sbcglobal.net. Current rates are $90 per month for a specified wall or
floor space.

New Board Member
Please welcome Dianne Shannon to our board. Dianne is a graphic artist and photographer. She and her husband, Dave
Bonnot, own Columbine Design. They have been active in the community for many years, and share a strong interest in
the arts. Both of them work as staff photographers for the Strawberry Music Festival. Plus, Dianne is busy at work with
The Union Democrat. 

Teshin Associates offers 
the highest quality:
•Archival Giclée fine art 
and photo reproduction.

•Digital photo 
restoration and 
preservation.

•Large format digital  
printing up to 4ft x 8ft.

&

Thank You!
A big thanks to Alex Teshin and Mary Austin for their assis-
tance with this newsletter, a pro bono contribution by Mr.
Teshin’s firm. We are so grateful.

Our long association with Teshin Graphics is a source of
pride and pleasure to the Central Sierra Arts Council.
Teshin produces the handsome giclee prints of original
George Post watercolors we offer at the George Post Gallery.

Ceramic Concourse
Some of the diverse items included
in the Ceramic Concourse shown at
the George Post Gallery during
September and October.
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Reflections on the Art Annex
The ART ANNEX will soon mark its first anniversary! What
a year it’s been. Over 450 people of all ages have taken
classes and workshops in our wonderful space. We’ve had
classes in all disciplines: Music, Dance, Theatre and Visual
Art. Maybe it’s time for YOU to do your own art and 
join us.

Lots of good people have pulled together. A huge
THANK YOU goes to Joan Bergsund for all her generous
support as we’ve moved to expand CSAC and the ART
ANNEX.

More Art Annex Thank Yous
Betsy Spring—A small refrigerator!
CSAC Prez Sue Kleinert and the Restivo Family—Clean up
details more than once!
Willow Thorpe—Organizing supplies
Devora Frates—Lots of stuff! Even yucky cleaning tasks!
Gil F, Dennis G & Mike D—For hammers, etc.
The CSAC Board—Sticking by our dreams!

And thanks to the many Art Annex teachers: Cynthia Restivo,
Dianne Stearns, Missy Payne-Hutchman, Leslie Hurst,
Barbara Beaudreau, Doris Olsen, Kristine Amodeo, Cord
Rawlinson, Molly Hart, B.Z Smith, Marlyn Hagler-
Simmons, Vlatka Varga, Lynette Ausland-Eads, Jan
Palemone, Jan Hiebert, Willow Thorpe, Sifu Berchtold,
MaryAnne Schmidt, Kyla Meyer, Jennifer Aguirre, Barbara
Young, Lane Willey, Georgia Jones, Patricia Harrelson and
Tim Smith. 

The ART ANNEX for a MEETING PLACE: The Art
Annex is available for community meetings. If you need a
place for a meeting, contact us at 341-2018 or 532-2787. The
CSAC members’ fee ranges from $25 for 2 hours to $90 for
8 hours. 

The ART ANNEX for a STUDIO PLACE: Have you
wanted your own studio space? The Art Annex might be

the place! We're looking for artists who might like to rent
studio space & time. If you're interested, contact B.Z. to dis-
cuss availability and details at 341-2018 or 532-2787. On our
Wish List we are seeking 4 gym lockers that can be used for
supply storage. The CSAC members’ fee will range from
$35 to $100 per month, depending on how much time 
you'll use.

The ART ANNEX for BIRTHDAY PARTIES: And if
you’re looking for a unique party, contact us to help set up
an ART-Rageous Birthday Party at the Art Annex for you.
We’ll arrange for a CSAC artist to lead an arts engagement
and help you have a grand time, no matter what the age is!
Prices vary, but run around $8–10 per guest. 

If you would like to teach a class or would like to help
plan a class, please contact B.Z. Smith, Art Annex and Work-
shop Coordinator at 532-2787 or bzsmith@sbcglobal.net

Art Annex Wish List 
Volunteers are at the top of our Wish List for both the
Gallery and the Art Annex!!!

• A portable Dry Erase Board and chart paper easel
(approx. 30x40) 

• Butcher paper wall rack
• A large, high quality paper cutter on a stand
• Large coffee urn
• 4 lockers for studio artists' supply storage
• On-going supplies: Cases of drinking water, paper towels

Business Sponsors for the Art Annex classes and print
material—Would you like to sponsor someone to take an
Art Annex class? We’re looking for generous folks who
might like to cover the tuition for either a child or a low-
income senior citizen. Any donation will help. If you’d like
to contribute to The Art Annex Scholarship Fund, please
contact B.Z. at 341-2018 or bzsmith@sbcglobal.net OR send
a donation to CSAC for “Art Annex Scholarships.”



On-going Art Interest Groups
The Art Annex serves as a meeting place for three on-going
art groups. If you are interested in starting a group, please
contact B.Z. Smith at 532-2787.

“Write On Mondays” meets every Monday from 7:00 a.m.
to 8:00 a.m. for a silent writing session. This is a great way
to exercise your writing muscles! Prompts are provided if
needed. Portable laptops are allowed. $3–$5 recommended
donation to participate. Contact B.Z. Smith, 559-7697 (cell)
or bzsmith@sbcglobal.net for more information. 

“Creative Collective” has been meeting on the first Sun-
day of each month from 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The group
experiments with a new medium each month. Collage,
bookbinding, silk painting, Ukranian Easter Eggs are some
of the arts they’ve explored. The suggested donation is $5 a
session, plus material costs. The group is taking a hiatus
until January, but hopes to resume. Contact Cynthia Restivo,
533-8624 or restivo@mlode.com for more information. 

“The Photography Club” meets on the fourth Sunday of
each month 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. The group discusses tech-
niques and trouble-shooting. Currently, meetings are spon-
sored by photographer Matt Gass. In the future, there may
be a suggested donation of $3–$5 a month. Contact Barbara
Farkas, 533-8525 or bjfarkas@mlode.com for more information.

We’d be happy to host other on-going groups in the arts.
If you have an interest in forming such a support group,
contact us at 532-2787 or 341-2018. We’ll gladly work with
you to set up your group. 

ChildrenÕs Community Choir
Our new choir gave their first public performance at
Tuolumne County Library on November 15th during the
7th annual Tellabration! 

If you know a child between 6 and 14 who likes to sing,
here’s a great opportunity. The Children’s Community Choir

meets on Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Conductor Kyla Meyer leads with accompaniment
by Gail Johnson and Martha Thompson. 

The next Children’s Community Choir Session will run
from 1/8/2007 until 3/7/2007.

ATCAAÕS MentoringWorks
Program for Art
Our CSAC artists are working with Elena Linehan and
ATCAA’s MentoringWorks to provide classes for at-risk
youth and their community mentors. We are still trying to
recruit more mentors. If you would like to be a posi-
tive influence in a child’s life, please consider joining as 
a mentor! 
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George Post Gallery Tentative Exhibition Schedule
reception

February Red Show 2/5/07 Ð 3/3/07 2/10/07

March/April Celebration of the Arts 3/12/07 Ð 4/14/07 3/23/07

April/May Natural Elements 4/23/07 Ð 5/26/07 5/5/07

June The Chair 6/4/07 Ð 7/7/07 6/16/07

July/August Abstract 7/23/07 Ð 8/18/07 8/4/07

September Ink and Clay 8/27/07 Ð 9/28/07 9/8/07

October In Focus 10/8/07 Ð 11/10/07 10/20/07

Nov/Dec Holiday Items for Sale 11/19/07 Ð 01/05/08 12/1/07

Farewell to “MO”
Many CSAC members and foothill theatre fans are
feeling the deep loss of Melissa Borders Stevenson.
Melissa, aka ÒMO the Face Painter,Ó was tragically killed
in an auto accident on October 15th. Since the 1970s,
Melissa had been an integral part of Tuolumne CountyÕs
arts community. Through her nationally recognized
ÒBiologues:Women in HistoryÓ programs, active partici-
pation in area arts and music festivals and community
arts advocacy work, Melissa made an enormous con-
tribution to all of us. Her glowing smile and brilliant
light spirit will be deeply missed. CSAC extends deep-
est sympathy to MelissaÕs family and friends. Her
husband,Tim Stevenson, a stained glass artist, wishes
to establish a scholarship in MelissaÕs honor. For more
information, contact B.Z. at bzsmith@sbcglobal.net.



§ The Central Sierra Arts CouncilÕs Mission Statement §
“To promote the arts and arts education in Tuolumne County, thereby enriching the

lives of its residents and visitors.”

Central Sierra Arts Council
48 S. Washington Street
Sonora, CA 95370
(209) 532-ARTS FAX 532-2793
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Please make checks payable to Central Sierra Arts Council  

NAME _________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________

CITY/ZIP _______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE  ________________________________     EMAIL  _____________________________________

CHECK ONE: o New Member    o Renewing Member    o Tax-deductible Donation

Memberships
o Gold Sponsor $1,000
o Sponsor $500
o Contributor $100
o Advocate/

Family $50
o Individual $35

Business Memberships
o Benefactor $1,000
o Sustaining $500
o Supporting $250
o Contributor $100

MEMBERS ARE ESSENTIAL TO A VIBRANT ARTS COMMUNITY... JOIN TODAY!

CSAC Members Wanted
The Central Sierra Arts Council is a non-profit organization
dedicated to strengthening Tuolumne County through the
arts. Your membership is very important to us! Benefits of
membership are as follows:

• Newsletter
• Advanced invitations to members-only events
• 10% discount on Gallery sales
• 10% discount on Art Annex classes

And MOST IMPORTANT: This is an excellent way to sup-
port the arts and the community! 

Summer Institute for Visual Arts
for High School Students
In June 2006 Cord Rawlinson, with guidance from Dennis
Garcia, led a talented group of high school students in the
first Summer Institute for Visual Arts. Five young artists
worked for two weeks to strengthen and develop new
vision and skills. SIVA-1 culminated with an outstanding
show of their work. Plans for SIVA-2 are underway. If you
know of an interested high school age student, have them
contact B.Z. Smith at 341-2018 or bzsmith@sbcglobal.net for
information.


